synF and synG (also referred to as siaD W-135 and siaD Y , respectively), are highly related (5). 10 We recently demonstrated that a single amino acid at position 310 in the N-terminal 11 glycosyltransferase domain of the capsule polymerases is responsible for substrate specificity 12 towards UDP-galactose or UDP-glucose (4). Amino acid 310 is part of the EX 7 E motif 13 characteristic for the nucleotide recognition domain within glycosyltransferases (6). 310P 14 determines the serogroup W-135 capsule and 310G the serogroup Y capsule. Others 15 furthermore demonstrated that the capsule polymerase of strains that expressed a mixed 16 galactose/glucose-sialic acid polysaccharide was associated with 310S (11). 17
respectively, without false positives (100% specificity for both motifs) ( Table 1 ). In one 33 strain, which was identified as serogroup W-135 by slide agglutination and in the three strains 34 (DE8946, DE9555, and DE10572) that reacted with both antisera, EX 2 SX 4 E was found. 
